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What was the Cold War? 

�  It began as soon as World War Two Ended and lasted 
until the early 1990s.  (Almost 50 years) 

�  It never erupted into an open war:  It was mostly the 
threat of  war, and also conflicts around the world that 
superpowers became involved in (eg:  Vietnam, Korea) 

�  There were MANY conflicts related to the Cold War. 



Who were the major players? 

�  After WW2, The United States and Soviet Union were 
major superpowers 

�  US was capitalist, USSR was Communist 

�  Western countries believed Communist countries wanted 
to overthrow their governments in a world revolution; 
Communists believed Western counties wanted to invade 
them 

�  What ensued was a race for power and control 

�  An arms race that included nuclear stockpiling and the 
constant threat of  nuclear attack 



Communism was spreading 

�  USSR formed in Russian Revolution (1918) 

�  Soviets took over Eastern European countries.  Germany 
was divided and East Germany was communist (Berlin 
wall divided the two Germanys).  China became 
communist in 1949.   

�  US tried to stop the spread of  communism and became 
involved in conflicts all over the world to prevent 
anything that might be like communism. 

�  Joe McCarthy in US created blacklist of  supposed 
communists—freedom of  speech was curtailed.   



How was Canada affected? 

�  Soviet spy ring discovered in Ottawa in 1945 

�  Fear of  the “Red Menace” of  communism—but 
communism was not made illegal 

�  Suspicion of  people like union leaders, workers suspected 
of  communist beliefs, artists, peace activists and 
intellectuals who criticized Canadian government were 
watched by RCMP, sometimes lost jobs, etc.   



Why would Canada be scared as US and 
USSR stockpile nuclear weapons? 



United Nations:  1945 

�  International organization formed in after WW2 to 
prevent another world war 

�  Three powers to use against aggressor nations: 

�  Condemn them through speeches and resolutions 

�  Use economic sanctions (stop trade) 

�  Send in an UN armed force 



Challenges of  the UN 

�  Five permanent members (Britain, France, US, Russia and 
China) can veto decisions of  the group:  This was used 78 
times during cold war 

�  Limited powers to stop wars 

 



Benefits of  UN 

�  Set up organizations to improve health and standard of  
living: 

�  World Health Organization 

�  International Monetary Fund 

�  United Nations Children's Fund  (UNICEF) 

�  Canada is big supporter:  Involved in every UN 
peacekeeping operation since 1956 



NATO:  1949 
�  North Atlantic Treaty Organization:  Belgium, Canada, 

Denmark, France, Iceland, Italy, Luxembourg, the 
Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, the United Kingdom, and 
the United States, Greece, Turkey.   

�  A Military alliance—An attack on any NATO member 
was considered an attack on all.   

�  Agreed to use nuclear weapons if  needed. 

�  Canada had to keep a full army and build and supply 
weapons. 



Warsaw Pact:  1955 

�  USSR Alliance formed in 1955 

�  USSR, Albania, Poland, Romania, Hungary, East 
Germany, Czechoslovakia, and Bulgaria  

�  Northern hemisphere largely divided into two hostile 
camps 

�  Iron Curtain between them:  Berlin wall built 1961 to 
keep East Berliners in and West Berliners out 



North American Defence 
(1950s) 

�  Canada built three lines of  radar stations across Canada to 
detect a Soviet Attack early enough for US to prepare for 
counterattack: 

�  Pine-tree line 

�  Mid-Canada line 

�  Distant Early Warning line (DEW) in the Arctic 

�  US Military stationed in Canada 

�  But soon new missiles were developed that could reach 
North America from USSR within 30 minutes 



NORAD:  1957 

�  Next Canada and US 
signed North American 
Air Defence Agreement 
(1957):  Fighter forces, 
missile bases, air-defence 
radar 

�  Had 1000 bombers:  
Some of  which were 
always in the ait armed 
with nuclear weapons 

 



Korean War:  1950-1953 

�  North Korea (communist) invaded South Korea 
(democracy) 

�  UN force (largely US) tried to force North Korean retreat 

�  Canada sent thousands of  troops 



Suez Crisis (1956) 

�  Suez canal links 
Mediterranean and 
Red seas 

�  Major shipping 
route built in late 
1800s and owned 
by private British 
and French 
Investors 



Canada helps resolve Suez 
Crisis 

�  In 1956 Egypt’s government took over the Canal 

�  Israel felt threatened.  Britain and France landed troops in 
Canal zone.  USSR offered missiles and financial aid to 
Egypt.   

�  US threatened retaliation against USSR. 

�  Lester Pearson, Canada’s Minister of  External Affairs, 
went to UN and proposed that UN force composed of  
members not involved in the conflict should mediate 
between the rival armies.  Resolution was successful.  
Pearson won Nobel Peace Prize.   



Cuban Missile Crisis:  1959 

�  Fidel Castro overthrew Cuba’s pro-US government and 
set up a communist government 

�  US imposed trade and economic sanctions on Cuba 

�  In 1961 US backed invasion of  the island by anti-Castro 
Cubans—invasion failed 

�  Cuba turned to USSR for support 



Cuban Missile Crisis 
�  In 1962 USSR was installing missile bases in Cuba 

�  US and and NORAD forces got ready for war:  Aircrafts 
with bombs were constantly in air 

�  World on the verge of  nuclear war 

�  Finally USSR agreed to dismantle missile basis if  US 
promised not to invade Cuba 

�  Canadian government reluctant to be involved and at first 
didn’t mobilize forces or allow US planes with atomic 
bombs to land in Canada.  US was furious that Canada 
didn’t jump to their support.   



USSR vs. USA 



Missile Bases in Cuba 



Canada had mixed feelings 
about nuclear weapons 

�  Some felt Canada should be nuclear weapon free 

�  Others felt nuclear weapons were vital for defence 

�  In 1950s Canada was developing and building the Avro 
Arrow, a state-of-the-art jet that would intercept planes 
carrying bombs.  Program was cancelled in 1958 suddenly 
by government as countries started to develop long-range 
missiles that couldn’t be intercepted.   



Avro Arrow 



Bomarc Missiles 

�  Next Canada agreed to accept the installation of  US 
Bomarc missiles on Canadian territory, which could carry 
nuclear warheads. 

�  For years Canada vacillated.  It became an election issue.  

�  Canada refused them at first (1958) and US was mad.  
Then after election (1963) Canada accepted them.  

�  In 1971 they were phased out as government started to 
agree not to warehouse nuclear weapons.   

�  Injured Canada-US relations further. 



Vietnam War (1955-1975) 
�  North Vietnam (communist) invaded South Vietnam 

(supported by US).   

�  US worried that if  South Vietnam became communist 
than other countries in Asia would too.   

�  US, USSR and China became embroiled in long, bloody 
war.  Many civilians massacred. 

�  First war recorded by TV cameras. 

�  Anti-war protests all over North America 

�  In the end North Vietnam won.   



Canada’s role in Vietnam 
�  At first many Canadians supported war, but never sent troops. 

�  Though Vietnamese were “Better dead than red.” 

�  Canadian economy benefited from selling supplies to US 

�  As war went on Canadians started to doubt.  PM Pearson 
criticized war in a speech and US was very mad. 

�  Canada accepted 30,000-40,000 US draft dodgers and deserters. 

�  Later Canada accepted many Vietnamese Refugees 

�  Canada became more independent and nationalistic.   



Canada pulling out of  cold 
war 

�  In 1970s Canada removed missiles and nuclear warheads 
(under PM Trudeau) 

�  Cut defense budget in half  and reduced Canada’s NATO 
forces. 

�  Unlike US, Canada recognized government of  China 

�  Trudeau’s Policy of  Trade and Aid:  Attempt to support 
poorer countries in southern hemisphere 



Canada’s Approach 

�  Trudeau (1968-1984):  Liberal leader.  Tried to promote 
peace and keep Canada out of  Cold War conflicts. 

�  Mulroney (1984-1993):  Conservative leader.  Tried to 
forge closer ties with US and supported US defence plans.   

�  Mulroney increased trade with US in NAFTA (North 
American Free Trade Agreement):  Mexico, US and 
Canada.  Removed tariffs and barriers to US investment in 
Canada. 



Around the world 

�  Tensions eased 

�  US and USSR signed agreements to reduce their nuclear 
weapons (Strategic Arms Limitations Treaty—1972) 

�  When USSR invaded Afghanistan in 1979 both sides 
started to build up arms again and increase defence 
spending 

�  Conflict in Nicaragua in which US carried on secret war 
against leftists government (1980s) 

�  World still seemed close to nuclear war 



Star Wars 

�  No, not the movie 

�  Strategic Defence Initiative (1985)—a plan to create a 
defence shield around North America which would orbit 
the US 

�  Debate over Canadian involvement:  Finally they decided 
not to be involved 



How Canada was changing 
during this time 

�  Expanding population (immigrants, baby boom) 

�  Expanding economy 

�  Becoming bigger player on world stage (“Middle power”) 

�  Changing from agricultural society to consumer society 
(Television, cars, suburbs, teen culture) 

�  Social Welfare state developed 

�  Globalized economy 



Cold War Ending 

�  Mikhail Gorbachev, new leader of  USSR, began to 
dismantle military programs and spending, and allow 
greater freedom of  speech. 

�  1989:  Berlin Wall dismantled (symbolic end of  Cold War) 

�  Many communist governments began to get more 
capitalist 

�  USSR dissolved into separated states in 1991, marking 
final end of  cold war 



Break up of  Soviet Union 



Fall of  Berlin Wall 



Modern Conflicts 

�  1991:  Persian Gulf  War (Iraq invaded Kuwait.  Western 
countries came to Kuwait’s rescue and Iraq withdrew.  
Canada sent troops) 

�  1995:  NATO Air-strikes against Yugoslavia after they 
invaded Bosnia-Herzegovina.   



African Conflicts 

�  Somalia (1992):  Canada sends peacekeeping forces (as 
part of  the UN) to help with distributing food and 
supplies to civilians during civil war. 

�  Rwanda (1994):  UN failed to stop genocide between 
Hutus and Tutsis.  Canadian Major General Romeo 
Dalliare headed UN peacekeeping forces, but was not 
allowed to use force.   

�  Sudan (2005):  Involvement in peacekeeping forces during 
civil war 



Today 

�  What has replaced the cold war?   

�  What role should Canada play in preventing aggressor 
nations? 

�  What role should Canada play in supporting US-
dominated alliances and interests?   

�  How does this relate to current international conflicts? 


