
Social Studies 11 Exam Review 



� 
� People were buying stocks “on margins” with 10% 

down-payment.  Stock prices were rising rapidly and 
driving stocks up beyond their real value.  

� Suddenly people started to sell stocks and market 
collapsed. 

� Investors went bankrupt in one day. 

Great Depression 



� 
� Also:  price of what began to drop and farmers 

couldn’t pay off debts 
� Overproduction:  more goods being produced than 

sold 
� Decrease in production then led to layoffs and 

unemployment, which led to less consumer 
purchases, which led to more layoffs… 

� High tariffs on good imported to the US also slowed 
world trade 

� Germany couldn’t pay back France and Britain, and 
they couldn’t pay back the US—world powers in 
debt 

Great Depression 
Causes 



� 
� Canada’s economy depended too much on exports of 

resources (wheat and tree products) 
� Depression led to high unemployment:  Over 25% of 

workforce by 1933 
� Government Relief was hard to get—people had to 

wait in line for hours and then publically declare 
their financial failure, but still didn’t receive enough 
to cover family expenses 

� People travelled around on trains drifting and 
looking for work 

Effects on Canada 



� 
� There was 

severe drought 
on the Prairies 
from 1928-1935 

� Dust storms 
caused by dry 
ground:  The 
dust bowl 

To make matters worse 



� 
� Federal government gave the Provinces $20 million 

for work-creation programs  
� Raised tariffs to protect Canadian industries:  but this 

further slowed trade with Canada 
� People were very mad at the federal government and 

blamed PM Bennett (ex:  Bennett 
Blanket=newspaper) 

� Set up work camps for building roads, clearing land, 
digging ditches. 

Responses to the 
Depression 



� 



� 
� Workers from BC work camps were so angry with 

the government they decided to go to Ottawa. 
� They hopped on freight trains by the hundreds.   
� The RCMP held them in a stadium in Regina and 

only leaders could go on to Ottawa 
� PM Bennett refused to listen to them and sent them 

back—anger with government increased 
� Government refused to invest more money in job 

creation 

On-To-Ottawa Track 



� 
� New political parties started that were more socialist 

(CCF—Cooperative Commonwealth Federation, 
which was early NDP, and Social Credit in Alberta) 

� Populism:  Politics that responded to the needs of 
workers and farmers and ordinary people 

� Federal government was made responsible for 
Employment Insurance and CPP 

� Equalization Payments started to ensure that each 
province received more equal benefits from Canada’s 
economy 

Political Responses 



� 
� The economy 

started to turn 
around on it’s 
own 
(economic 
cycles) 

� World War 
Two was an 
economic 
boost 

What Happened… 



� 
1.  The Treaty of Versailles 
� After World War One, Germany was forced to sign a 

very harsh treaty that punished them for the war. 
� They had to pay a  lot of money for the damage 

caused by the war.  Their economy suffered greatly. 
� They began printing money which led to severe 

inflation. 
� Land was also taken away from Germany and they 

had to have only a small army. 

Causes of World War 2 



� 

Inflation in Germany:  
1930s 



� 
� Economies of most European countries never 

recovered after World War One 
� Countries looking for a solution often turned to a 

strong leader—a dictator 
� Russia:  Stalin (communist)—many people died 

under his policies 
� Italy:  Mussolini (facist)—military and police power 

controlled all aspects of people’s lives 
� Germany:  Hitler (facist) 

Rise of Dictatorships 



� 
� During a severe 

depression, Hitler 
promised the German 
people that he could help 
them to become a proud 
and successful nation 
again.   

Rise of Hitler 



� 
� Hitler won over the German people by promising 

them a better life. 
� Became ruler of Germany in 1933 
� He began to secretly build up the military 
� He stopped all reparation payments 
� He made alliances with Italy and with Japan—they 

promised to support each other in war 
� He started to take over land:  Austria, 

Czechoslovakia, then Poland 

Hitler’s Rise to Power 



� 
� Why did the other countries in Europe let Hitler take over 

land? 
 
� Wanted to avoid another big war, so let him take over 

some land as long as he promised not to take any more. 

� Believed the treaty of Versailles was too harsh. 

�  Felt that a strong Germany would help prevent 
communism.   

Appeasement 



� 
� The Allied countries said that Hitler could have 

Austria and Czechoslovakia as long as he did not 
invade Poland. 

� On September 1, 1939, Hitler invaded Poland. 

� Britain (including Canada) and France declared war 
on Germany.  World War Two had begun in Europe. 

Invasion of Poland 



� 
�  Japan was also hit by the depression and was trying to 

regain power and improve their economic resources. 

�  Japan occupied Manchuria (in China) in 1931.  League of 
Nations was powerless to respond—Japan just withdrew 
membership when criticized for invasion.   

� A war between China and Japan broke out in 1937. 

�  Japan took over French and British colonies in Asia, 
declaring was against the Allied powers in 1940. 

Meanwhile in Asia 



� 
� The war was from 1939-1945 
� The countries involved were: 

� Allied powers:  Britain (including Canada 
and other commonwealth countries), Soviet 
Union (Russia), United States, France, 
China, and many others 

� Axis powers:  Germany, Japan, Italy, and 
others 

� 60-85 million people died  
 

World War Two Key 
Facts 



� 
Allied and Axis Powers 



� 
� World War Two was a “Total war” 
� This means that participants put their whole 

governments and economies behind the war 
� Example:  factories that used to make consumer 

goods stopped making these things and started 
making weapons 

� Distinctions between military and civilian were 
erased—the violence affected not just the soldiers but 
also people at home 

“Total War” 



� 
�  Initial response during the build up to war was to avoid 

conflict and stay out of the affairs of Europe (isolationism) 
� Also Canada did not welcome Jewish refugees:  IN 1939 

turned back a boat of 900 refugees, many of whom later 
died in concentration camps. 

� After Britain declared war on Germany, Canada had to 
decide if it would declare war (not automatically at war 
this time) 

� Parliament voted for war, but PM promised there would 
be no conscription.   

Canada’s Role 



� 
� Many people volunteered for the war.   
� Aboriginal people volunteered at a higher rate than 

any other group in Canada. 

� Canada became training ground for pilots from all 
over the Commonwealth:  British Commonwealth 
Air Training Plan  

� Bomber Command:  Royal Canadian Air Force 
bombing force—fought in many battles, including 
night raids on Germany  

Participation 



� 
� The battles raged all over the globe:  Europe, Asia, Africa, 

North America, the Pacific 
� Battle of Britain:  massive bombing campaign on British 

harbours and cities:  The Blitz 
� Pearl Harbour:  Japanese bombed Hawaii, brining the US 

in to the war 
� Dieppe Raid:  One of the first battles Canadian troops 

participated in that was in Europe.  Raid on French port 
that was under German occupation.  Many things went 
wrong and Allies lost.  For example, Canadians arrived 
during daylight instead of before dawn.  Many Canadians 
died. 

Some important battles 



� 
� Battle of the Atlantic:  

The war in the 
Atlantic ocean.  
Britain was 
dependent on food 
and military supplies 
from Canada and the 
US.  Germany was 
sinking their ships.  
This changed when 
the British cracked the 
German codes and 
could predict attacks.   

More Battles 



� 
� Italian Campaign:  Invaded Europe through Italy.  

Took about 2 years.  Canadian soldiers participated.  
Allies finally got to Rome. 

� Hong Kong:  Japanese invaded Hong Kong.  
Canadian forces that were sent there all died or were 
imprisoned.  Many Canadian prisoners died while 
held by Japanese.   

More battles… 



� 
� The biggest Allied 

invasion of the war.   
� Came from Britain 

to Northern France 
and unloaded at 
beaches.  

�  Fought inland to 
France, and finally 
Germany.   

D-Day 



� 
� Canadians given the job to liberate the Netherlands 

(Holland) 
� Earlier attempts had failed 
� Food and fuel supplies were cut off and many of the 

Dutch were starving to death 
� Canadians succeeded in defeating Germany 
� Air drops of food made them heroes 

Liberation of 
Netherlands 



� 
� Government sold Victory Bonds to prevent debt and 

inflation 
� Food was rationed 
� Conscription Crisis:  Again, towards the end of the 

war not enough signing up 
� Government held a plebiscite to see if citizens would 

release them of their promise not to conscript:  All 
provinces by Quebec voted yes. 

� Conscription again divided the nation:  Quebec felt 
betrayed, riots in the street 

 

At home in Canada 



� 
� Canada also 

supported the war by 
supplying munitions, 
food, raw materials. 

� Much of Canadian 
industry was re-
directed to support 
the war effort 

Arsenal of Democracy 



� 
11 million people were killed 
�  Jews 
� Roma (gypsies) 
� Homosexuals 
�  Slavs 
� Poles 
� Disabled people 
� Communists and socialists 
� Catholics, Jehovahs Witnesses 
� Other groups 

The Holocaust 



� 
� In Canada and the US Japanese Canadians/

Americans were sent to internment camps. 

� People thought they might be spies for the Axis 
powers. 

� Many people lost their homes and belongings. 

� The conditions in the camps were very rough and 
people were kept imprisoned there. 

Japanese Internment 



� 
Japanese Internment 



� 
� World War Two brought many new technologies. 

 
� New weapons   
� Factories/industrial developments 
� Medicine 
� Vehicles 
� Communications 

New Technologies 



� 
� Women took jobs 

that men had left 
to go to war. 

� Women also 
played roles in the 
war, as nurses, 
clerks, cooks, even 
pilots (but not 
fighting) 

 

Women 



� 
� Economy boomed during war 
� Agriculture was overtaken by industry 
� Economic boom attracted immigrants after the war 

� Canada went from being a minor colony to becoming 
a major player in a global conflict 

 

Impacts on Canada 


